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Earning more on your investments is a sweet treat - especially 
with these limited time specials that give you great rates for 
20 or 30 months for a CD or IRA! It’s just one more way 
Community First, brings the profits back to you!
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Hurry!
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hen 51-year-old Darryl Sheldon was 
arrested in April for exchanging nude 
photos with a 12-year-old girl through 
her iPod Touch, he told police it was
just the tip of the iceberg.

Sheldon, a Kaukauna resident,
said that not only had he planned to
take the girl’s virginity in a Grand
Chute hotel room, he was communi-
cating with about 20 other underage
girls through smartphone apps like
Kik Messenger, Tango and Whisper,

according to court
records.

“It’s a very dan-
gerous situation,”
said Andrew Nett,
a sexual abuse pre-
vention specialist

at Reach Counseling Services, based
in Neenah. “These guys are very
good at grooming, and they study in-
formation on websites, Instagram —
any stuff where they can read a lot of
background information on you with-

out even starting a conversation.”
People are four times more likely

to be sexually abused as teenagers
than at any other time in their lives,
Nett said. He speaks to students in
the Fox Valley about sexual assault
and Internet safety — topics that are
becoming more intertwined as teens
find new ways to avoid parental su-
pervision and police with the ebb and
flow of the latest apps.

Fox Valley incidents 
not isolated

Ask 13-year-olds which social
media they use most, and the an-
swers will vary from year to year.

A decade ago, it was MySpace or 

By Ariel Cheung | Post-Crescent Media

INSIDE
Safety apps give
parents new 
tools / A6

See DANGERS, Page A6

Backpacks filled with note-
books, folders, pencils and oth-
er supplies provided relief for
the families of more than 2,800
children in the Fox Valley at the
start of last school year.

Some 530 Post-Crescent
Media readers, customers and
partners, plus community
groups and businesses donated
$33,000 to make it happen. Their
generosity — through Post-
Crescent Media’s annual Do It!
Backpacks for Kids campaign
— alleviated one of the many
struggles lower-income fam-
ilies face.

The 19th annual campaign,
which launches today and runs
through Aug. 17, has a goal of
$30,000 to help a similar num-
ber of kids as last year in Calu-
met, Outagamie, Waupaca and
Winnebago counties and Osh-
kosh. The backpacks program
is one of Post-Crescent Media’s
Do It! Community Challenges.

“Heading back to school
should be an exciting time. Un-
fortunately, for many families it
also can be an anxious time as
parents worry about being able
to provide their children with
basic supplies,” said Jamie Ma-
ra, Post-Crescent Media’s in-
terim executive editor.

“We’re proud that our read-

Backpacks 
ease load 
of pinched
families
Do It! campaign
kicks off today 
for school supplies

By Cheryl Anderson
Post-Crescent Media

See BACKPACKS, Page A4
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BANKRUPTCY from $795*
FILE IMMEDIATELY  |  FREE CONSULTATION

920.560.4523
Murphy Law Firm, LLC

Attorney William Murphy
2800 E. Enterprise Ave., Appleton, WI 54913

www.foxcitiesbankruptcy.com
*plus court costs.

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY. 
WE HELP PEOPLE FILE BANKRUPTCY. 

One Stop Recycling Center
Scrap Metal Purchasing!
 Electronics Recycling!

Dumpster Rentals!

Call for details and pricing.
For Information Call
920-955-3760

www.RecycleThatStuC .com

Appleton • 731-3394

20% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE OF 

REGULARLY 
PRICED 

MERCHANDISE

SOME RESTRICTIONS 
MAY APPLY. WITH 

THIS COUPON ONLY.
 EXPIRES 7/19/14

Sandal Clearance Sale
10% to 40% off

APPLETON • CITY CENTER • 10 W. COLLEGE AVE. • 920-731-3394 • HOURS: DAILY 9-8, SAT. 8-5, SUN. 12-5 • www.ShopJosephsShoes.com

SHOES

SINCE 1971

D O W N T O W N  A P P L E T O N

Available for house 
calls & parties
 Appleton 

920-730-5590
By Appointment Only

1207 W. Northland Avenue • Appleton

• Psychic Readings
• Astrology Readings/ESP 

• Tarot Cards • Palm Readings

Astrology Readings/ES

READINGS BY MONICA
99% 

Accuracy

Holiday Gift Certifi cates Available!

FREE
PALM READINGS

SPECIAL 

WITH THIS COUPON

True 
Gifted 
Psychic

W
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00
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St. Mary/St. Michael Community Fest
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament

Saturday, Aug. 9th
at Whitelaw Village Park

Grades 3-8, Boys and Girls Teams
(Grades based on the 2014-2015 school year)

Entry Deadline: Aug. 2. $60 entry fee.
Text or Call Jerry Bodart @ 920-242-8984

or email bodartj@cintas.com to register

Gr

Facebook. Five years ago,
Twitter and Instagram hit
the scene. 

Now, messaging apps
like Kik and Tango pro-
vide new ways for teens
to send messages, while
Whisper and Yik Yak can
target nearby users.

Appleton police were
reminded of the fluidity
of app usage in late June,
when a 15-year-old girl
said she met convicted
felon Anthony D. Miller,
21, on Whisper. She said
Miller arranged a meet-
ing at Memorial Park in
Appleton, where he
kissed and groped her be-
fore punching her in the
face when she didn’t re-
spond to a question, ac-
cording to the criminal
complaint.

“It’s a constant learn-
ing process for us to fig-
ure out what new apps are
out there, what the pur-
pose is and what it could
be used for,” Appleton
Sgt. Dave Lund said. “The
majority of people I
talked to said honestly,
they’ve never heard of
(Whisper).”

Miller, of De Pere, was
charged with second-de-
gree child sexual assault,
child enticement and
child abuse. On Friday, he
pleaded not guilty to the
charges. He told police he
never expected the en-
counter to turn sexual

and that he “didn’t really
think things through,” the
complaint states.

The nature of the alle-
gations against Miller are
becoming more common. 

Twenty percent of
teens engage in sexting,
while one in 10 send sexu-
ally suggestive photos to
people they don’t know,
according to a 2009 Cox
Communications survey. 

At least one in 25 chil-
dren receive online solic-
itations where the sender
tries to arrange offline
contact, said Daphne
Young, a prevention edu-
cator with the nonprofit
ChildHelp. Young, citing
a 2008 study, also said
one-quarter of the solici-
tors ask children for sex-
ual photographs.

“I would say overall, if
you lumped in all social
media, we’ve certainly
seen an increase in the
number of felonies that
are directly related to
that technology,” Lund
said.

News reports from
around the state and
country reflect the dan-
gers.

Late last month in
Levittown, Pa., a 16-year-
old girl told police she
met a man on Whisper
who offered to help her
run away and took her to a
motel room, where he
raped her and video-re-
corded the crime.

A Washington man ad-
mitted to seeking out a 12-
year-old girl on Whisper
and convincing her to

sneak out of her home to
meet him at a hotel,
where he sexually as-
saulted her. Similar cases
have occurred in Texas
and Toronto.

It’s not just the Whis-
per app, either. 

Richard D. Rucks, 19,
of Janesville, is charged
with three counts of first-
degree child sex assault
after police said he met a
12-year-old Milwaukee
girl on the Plenty of Fish
dating website and had

sex with her multiple
times.

A convicted sex of-
fender in Michigan lured
a 13-year-old girl to his
home through Kik mes-
sages, while two Texas
cases involving kidnap-
ping and a sexual rela-
tionship with a teacher
also sprang from Kik.

Anonymous 
on Whisper

Fifteen years ago, par-
ents warned children to

be wary of instant mes-
senger and chat rooms.
Cautionary technological
tales evolved as text mes-
saging became popular
and teens were given cell-
phones.

But keeping tabs on a
post-Millennial genera-
tion of tech-savvy chil-
dren and who they’re
communicating with can
be challenging for par-
ents and police.

“There’s a learning
curve to our investiga-
tions,” Lund said. “We
have officers going out to
tech training all the time,
but technology is con-
stantly evolving.”

Whisper was launched
in 2012 as an anonymous
messaging service,
where users, who are sup-
posed to be at least 17
years old, post secret
messages and can re-
ceive replies, usually
with photos of them-
selves or related images
serving as backdrops to
the text. Users can view
popular or recent post-
ings, or opt to view mes-
sages from others in their
area. 

Local post topics range
from sex and dating, to
current events and drug
and alcohol use.

“Any ladies out there
feeling hot and both-
ered?” asked one user,
who posted from Grand
Chute as “mystery man.”

A Winnebago County us-
er writes about oral sex,
while a truck driver says
he’s lonely and wants
some “interesting female
conversation.”

Safety has always
been a top priority for
Whisper, and its 130-
member moderation
team is a vital part of that,
the company said in a
statement. The staff
oversees Whisper posts
and blocks users who post
suspicious messages or
say they’re under 17, al-
though it cannot monitor
the massive volume of
private messages be-
tween users.

Whisper said it’s com-
mitted to creating a safe
community, and tries to
deter cyberbullying by
preventing users from
posting people’s names.
If someone creates a
Whisper mentioning sui-
cidal thoughts, a private
watermark is automati-
cally added to the post
with information on con-
tacting the National
Suicide Prevention Hot-
line.

In addition, if parental
controls are enabled on
an Apple or Android de-
vice, Whisper cannot be
downloaded or is re-
moved from the device
entirely, Whisper said.

Dangers
Continued from Page A1

See CONTROLS, Page A7

For parents, keeping
tabs on their tech-savvy
teens can be a struggle as
new apps and social media
pop up regularly. 

Post-Crescent Media
spoke with Reach Coun-
seling Services preven-
tion and education spe-
cialist Andrew Nett for
tips on parental controls.

“Parents say they set
up filters and the kid was
smart enough to factory
reset it and wash the filter
away,” Nett said. “They
want to know how do we
get around some of that
stuff to make sure we’re
outsmarting the kid?”

Three national cell-
phone carriers — Verizon
Wireless, Sprint and T-
Mobile — offer free con-
tent filter services, al-
though they only filter da-
ta pulled from the provid-
er (which excludes use on
wireless Internet).
AT&T’s Smart Limits ser-
vice costs $5 monthly per
line and allows parents to
block numbers, manage
usage and set time re-
strictions.

Last year, U.S. Cellular
launched the Family Pro-
tector Mobile App, which
offers location features
and communication mon-
itoring in addition to con-
tent filters for a $10

monthly fee.
Data filters directly

placed on the phone can
monitor all channels of
data including Wi-Fi, and
some phones have the
ability to self-filter. An-
droids and iPhones have a
variety of restrictions
parents can put in place,
although resetting a
phone can tamper with
the controls.

In addition, Nett rec-
ommended limiting loca-
tion services on phones,
which often don’t apply to
the original purpose of the
apps that use them.

“No one online needs to
know where you are when
you are posting some-
thing,” he said.

For parents looking to
go the extra mile, Nett
suggested a few apps fo-
cused on smartphone
safety:

My Mobile Watchdog:
The $5 monthly service
monitors text messages,
picture messages, phone
calls and Web history on
computers, tablets,
iPhones and Androids.
Parents can control what
times the phone can be
used, block apps from
working, receive alerts
for unauthorized commu-
nication and enable GPS
location tracking. (my
mobilewatchdog.com)

Mobile Minder: Par-
ents can block apps,
URLs, keyword searches
and specific categories on
browsers, monitor Web
history and receive alerts
for texts containing
words that could be a sign
of bullying, sexting or in-

appropriate messages.
Mobile Minder also allows
parents to remotely de-
lete inappropriate photos,
review text and call logs
and receive alerts when
their child enters or
leaves safe areas. The ser-
vices offers a $20 annual
plan or a $35 annual fam-
ily plan for unlimited de-
vices. (mobileminder.
com)

Qustodio: Offering
free and premium plans
for Apple, Windows, An-
droid and Kindle devices,
Qustodio features web-
site access control, safe
searches, phone call and
text monitoring, time lim-
it controls and an online
activity dashboard that al-
lows parents to monitor
multiple devices. The pre-
mium version, which
costs $45 annually for five
devices or $80 for 10, in-
cludes games and app
blocking, advanced social
activity monitoring, ex-
panded reports and loca-
tion tracking. (qustodio.
com)

While keeping an eye
on a teen’s cellphone use
is important, Nett
stressed the need to keep
an open line of communi-
cation with children, so
they feel comfortable
talking to parents when
they have questions or are
uneasy about something
they find online.

“If they’re looking up
information about sex,
make sure they under-
stand what healthy sex
means and how healthy
relationships should be,”
he said. “Being aware you

are special and important
and you don’t have to be
looking for friends on-
line.”

Although teens are
quick to toss one app for
the latest trend, here are
some current popular
apps that parents should
be familiar with:

Twitter: From celebri-
ties to journalists, Twitter
users find a way to share a
lot of information in 140-
character tweets. Unless
an account is locked, any-
one can view tweets, al-
though users can chat pri-
vately through direct
messages. To get a per-
son’s tweets in the home
stream, a user must fol-
low them, and users can
tag each other in public
tweets using the @ sym-
bol, followed by a user-
name.

Instagram: The pic-
ture-centric social media
provides a running feed of
photos from users. Like
Twitter, hashtags are
commonly used to catego-
rize posts, and users can
explore within those cate-
gories. Recently, the ser-
vice added a video option.
Accounts can be set to pri-
vate, which will only allow
approved followers to
view posts. If location ser-
vices are enabled, follow-
ers can see where a user
was when a photo was
posted.

Snapchat: Users send
photos to each other that
can only be viewed for up
to 10 seconds, and then
disappear. However, fast-
acting people can take
screenshots and save pho-

tos that way. While Snap-
chat’s original reputation
was as a hub for exchang-
ing sexually explicit pho-
tos, the app is used for G-
rated photos as well. Re-
cently, the app added a
chat function, where us-
ers can exchange mes-
sages that disappear after
they’re read.

WhatsApp: The app al-
lows users to message one
another without paying
for standard phone texts.
Images, videos and audio
can also be sent through
the app, and friends can
share locations and have
group chats. While it’s
free for the first year,
WhatsApp costs $1 per
year afterward.

Kik: Touting itself as
the first smartphone mes-
senger with a built-in
browser, Kik messages
are tied to usernames in-
stead of phone numbers.
Users can exchange texts,
videos, sketches, stickers
and Web links. 

Tango: An all-in-one
app, Tango offers free
video and phone calls,
messaging and group
chats. Users can share
music and videos, send
decorated photos, post to
a news feed and play
games together. To add
friends, users can search
for phone contacts, near-
by people, friends of
friends or random users.

Whisper: Whisper is an
anonymous messaging
service where users post
secret messages and can
receive replies, usually
with photos of themselves
or related images serving

as backdrops to the text.
Users can view popular or
recent postings, or opt to
view messages from oth-
ers in their area. Unlike
most apps, Whisper ac-
counts are not tied to
phone numbers, Face-
book accounts or email
addresses.

Vine: Known for its co-
medic and creative video
clips, Vine features short,
looping videos that are
just six seconds long. Us-
ers can follow one another
and repost clips from oth-
er users. Posts are sorted
into channels that can be
browsed, or users can
search hashtags for spe-
cific content.

Ask.fm: Users can ask
each other questions or
respond to general in-
quires about a range of
subjects. Responses can
be anonymous or include
video and photos. Users
can find friends by con-
necting to their Facebook
or Twitter accounts or by
searching popular users.

Yik Yak: The app de-
scribes itself as a local
bulletin board with re-
cent posts from nearby,
anonymous users. Posts
can be pushed up or down
the feed by the number of
votes they receive, and
users can reply to one an-
other. Users can search
for popular posts or
“peek” at posts on a cer-
tain topic or at a specific
university.

— Ariel Cheung: 
920-993-1000, ext. 430, 
or acheung@postcrescent.com;
on Twitter @arielfab

Safety apps give worried parents new tools 
Limits put on
smartphones 
can ease minds
By Ariel Cheung
Post-Crescent Media
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FEATURED VEHICLES!

2012 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT
3.6 L Sto-n-Go, Rear AC & Heat, Power Gate & 
Sliding Doors, Alloy Wheels

 #16220 Now $17,998

2013 Chev. Equinox LT
2.4 L Heated Seats, Remote Start, 7” Radio 
touch Screen, Rear Camera, Ipod 7 USB Ports

#16158  WAS $23,998 Now $22,496

2011 Subaru Legacy AWD
2.5 L Loaded, Paddle shifter, traction Control, 
Steering Wheel controls, 42,000 miles

#16136  WAS $18,998 Now $16995

2011 Nissan Sentra 4 Dr.
2.0 L 4 Cyl. Auto., AC, tilt, cruise, Power Windows, 
Ipod Dock, Alloy Wheels, 26,957 miles.

#16185 Now $13,998

2010 Chev. HHR LT
2.2 L, Auto., full power, ABS Brakes, Power 
Moonroof, Remote Start, 50,433 miles

#16107 WAS $13,998 Now $11,994 

2008 Buick LaCrosse CX
3.8 L V6, Loaded, ABS Brakes Remote Start, 
Tilt & telescope Wheel, only 61,500 miles

#16112  WAS $11,998 Now$10,997

2011 Ford F150 XLT Xcab 4x4
5.0 L V8, Tonnoe Cover, Bed Mat, SYNC, Tow 
package, Power Pedals.

#16149  WAS $24,998 Now $23,696

2011 Kia Sorento LX
2.4 L Full Power, ABS Brakes, Traction Control, 
Heated Seats, Running Boards. 36,250 miles.

#16222  Now $18,698

2013 Chev. Impala LT
3.6 L Remote start, Bluetooth, Power 
Moonroof, Steering wheel controls

#16109  WAS $17,998 Now$16,396

DRIVEVHB.COM

2010 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab Sport 4x4
5.7 L Hemi, CD MP3 Touch Screen, Spray in Liner, Chrome Wheels, 
Remote Start Sliding rear Window.
#16221  Now $25,998

2013 Chev. Cruze LT
1.4 L Auto. Full Power, ABS Brakes, 16” Alloy Wheels, 
27,000 miles
#16179  Now $16,398

2013 Chev. Captiva LS Sport
2.4 L Auto Temp Control, Alloy Wheels, Bluetooth, 
Steering Wheel Controls, ECO Button

#16216 Now $19,498

2012012 D2 D
3.6 3.6 L St
SlidSliding Door

#162#16220 

2012013 C3 C
2.4 2.4 L He
touctouch Sc

#161#16158  

on Control,ol,

69699595

Windows,ows,

13,99898

, Power wer 
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1,99994

ote StarStart, 
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2012011 F1 F1 F
5.0 5.0 L V8L V8
packpackage,age,

#161#16149  

2012011 K1 K1 K
2.4 2.4 L FuL Fu
HeatHeated Sed S

#162#16222  22  

,39696

2012013 C3 C3 C
2.4 2.4 L Auto Tto T
SteeSteeringring

#162#16216

CARS
2013 Chev Impala LT Moonroof ............................$16,396
2013 Chev Malibu LT2 ...........................................$17,995
2013 Chev Cruze ...................................................$16,398
2013 Kia Forte EX ................................................. $13,495 
2012 Chev Malibu LS ............................................$14,498
2011 Ford Fusion Sport Loaded ...........................$17,995
2011 Buick Lacrosse CXS Loaded ....................... $23,998
2011 Subaru Legacy AWD ....................................$16,995
2011 Chev Malibu LTZ ...........................................$15,496
2011 Ford Fusion SE .............................................$13,994
2011 Nissan Sentra ...............................................$13,998
2011 Mitsubishi Galant .........................................$12,998
2010 Cadillac CTS AWD Nav .................................$21,996
2010 Hyundai Elantra Touring Wagon ..................$15,998
2010 Chev HHR LT .................................................$11,994
2009 Chrysler PT Cruiser Touring 67k ...................$8,495
2008 Volkswagen Jetta SE .................................. $12,297
2008 Buick Lacrosse CX 61k ................................$10,997
2006 Buick Lucerne CXL ......................................$10,497
2006 Ford Taurus ....................................................$6,998

TRUCKS, VANS, SUVS
2013 Chev Silverado 1500 Crew 4X4 .......................$32,998
2013 GMC Terrain SLT Leather .................................$24,998
2013 Chev Equinox LT2 ............................................. $22,496
2013 Ford Escape SE 4X4 ......................................... $22,498
2013 Chevrolet Captiva LT 23k .................................$19,498
2012 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT ..........................$17,998
2012 Chev Tahoe LT 4x4 32k .................................... $35,996
2012 GMC Acadia 23k ...........................................  $27,998
2011 Chev Silverado 2500 HD Crew 4X4 .................. $32,996
2011 Ford F-150 Lariat FX4 Crew 4X4  .................... $30,995
2011 Ford F-150 EXT Ext. Cab 4X4  .......................... $23,696
2011 Chev Traverse 33K ........................................... $19,995
2011 Kia Sorento LX ................................................. $18,698
2011 Jeep Liberty Sport 4X4 ....................................$15,998
2011 Toyota Forerunner SUV  ..................................  $24,998
2008 GMC Yukon Denali  .........................................  $27,998 
2010 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Big Horn ........................ $25,998
2010 Jeep Wrangler Sahara .................................$23,998
2010 Chev Traverse LT2 AWD Moonroof 41k .......$22,998
2010 Jeep Compass 4X4 ..........................................$17,498
2010 Nissan Murano SL AWD ...............................$16,496
2009 GMC Sierra Ext. 4x4 Z71 ..............................$22,998
2008 Chev Suburban LTZ .......................................... $27,998
2008 Saturn Vue XE .................................................. $11,998 
2008 Chev Trailblazer 4x4 Moonroof........................ $10,997
2007 Ford Explorer XLT ............................................. $10,995
2006 Chevy Silverado 1500 Crew Cab ..................... $17,995
2006 Chev Colorado Ext. Cab 4X4 ............................ $13,998 
2005 GMC Envoy SLE ................................................$10,998

WI-5001808683

1237 N. LYNNDALE DRIVE
APPLETON • 920-731-2844
Mon, Wed & Thur 8-7 • Tues & Fri 8:00-5:30 • Sat 9-4

DRIVEVHB.COM
All prices do not include tax, title, license or fees.

Avoiding dangers 

Before a teen’s use of
social media becomes an
issue for police, it’s vital
for parents to keep tabs
on what their children are
doing online and on their
phones. But with ever-
shifting trends, that’s
easier said than done.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Justice dedicates
part of its website to ex-
plaining the dangers of
social media, which can
include child enticement,
stalking, cyberbullying
and fraud schemes. Some
social media, including
Twitter, offer tips on safe-
ty and security. 

“I think it’s very hard
for parents,” Lund said.
“I would say a majority of
parents aren’t as tech
savvy as their kids are;
they’re also not at the
high schools or middle
schools where kids are
explaining to one another
the sites they’re at.”

And, with apps like
Snapchat or Whisper pro-
moting anonymity or im-
permanence, teens might
not realize the impact of
their posts.

“I talked to a health
teacher who said the local
police had a list of 27 stu-
dents and wanted to talk
to them,” Nett said fol-
lowing a recent Reach
Counseling session at a
Fox Valley high school.
“They caught a sex of-
fender and he had a Face-
book (account) and they
were on it. The sex of-
fender was friends with
27 of these high school
students.”

As part of his work,
Nett talks to students
about the importance of
avoiding strangers on-
line. One of his demon-
strations involves show-

ing students pictures of
10 people and asking
them to identify the sex
offenders.

“The lesson that I try
and hit home with them is
we have an initial reac-
tion to somebody that is
natural,” Nett said. “But
we also have to be aware
that feeling isn’t always
accurate or correct, so we
can’t just be going with
our gut instinct.”

Parents’ role 
Educating parents is

just as important as rais-
ing teens’ awareness,
Nett said.

“We’re in there for a
45-minute increment and
then we’re gone. Parents
are with the kid all the
time, day and night,” he
said. “I think it’s incredi-
bly important for parents
to maintain a high level of
control on what their kids
are doing. Sometimes
they just forget how pow-
erful that phone is and
where it can take that
child.”

If parents can develop
a rapport with their chil-
dren and encourage them
to be up-front about what
apps they’re using and
who they’re communicat-
ing with, it’s easier to spot
potential danger. And
dangers can go even be-
yond lurking predators,
Lund said.

“Something as simple
as sexting and sending
photos, try to understand
that you may be criminal-
ly charged,” he said. “You
may become a sex offend-
er and have to register,
not just now, but forever,
because of something
stupid you did because
the technology was there
in front of you. And I don’t
think kids necessarily un-
derstand that.”

While parents typical-
ly realize the potential
dangers, teens can almost
certainly find a way to
hide what they don’t want

parents to see.
“There’s a balancing

act parents try to pull off
between allowing some
relationship with their
friends and being a hard-
core disciplinarian,”
Lund said. “All you can do
is keep hammering the
message home and hope
that something gets
picked up along the line.”

Still, it’s important to
set boundaries, even if it
means checking a child’s
phone regularly or set-
ting parental controls,
Nett said.

“If a parent is paying
for the phone, or even if
they’re not, I think that
parent has every right in
the safety and interest of
their child to maintain a
high level of control,”
Nett said. “They deserve
privacy, but if the child’s
looking at inappropriate
things, mom and dad need
to touch base and talk
about what it really
means.”

Police try to adapt 
There is a silver lining:

Unlike face-to-face con-
tact, when social media
communication turns
into a criminal matter,
there’s physical evi-
dence. Officers can get
screen shots of messages
on various websites and
connect the accounts to
defendants or victims.

“We can document
things that, in the past,
may have been a face-to-
face conversation or
something over the
phone,” Lund said. “It’s
usually a visual or written
image accompanying the
(criminal) complaint.”

From harassing and
stalking to sexual as-
saults, Lund said police
are learning new ways
criminals are using tech-
nology, and what officers
can do to prevent it.

While Whisper was not
intended to arrange
meetings between people

(unlike popular dating
apps Tinder, Grindr, OK
Cupid and Zoosk), part of
police work is figuring
out how apps are used
outside of their original
purpose, Lund said.

“When I heard about
Whisper, I downloaded it,
messed around with it
and got an idea of what it
was all about,” he said.
“But there are so many of
them out there, it’s hard

for anybody to stay on top
of it.”

— Ariel Cheung: 920-993-1000, 
ext. 430, or acheung@
postcrescent.com; 
on Twitter @arielfab
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