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SET YOUR CLOCKS
Daylight Savings
Time ended
today.
Turn clocks
back one hour
and check
smoke detectors.
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Ninety-nine percent of the men ar-
rested in Grand Chute for patronizing a
prostitute will never face criminal
charges, but the reality is far different
for the women they pay for sex.

Nearly 40 percent of them are
charged with either felony or misde-
meanoroffenses, aPost-CrescentMedia
review found.

Since 2011, prostitution-related ar-
rests have skyrocketed in Outagamie
County. And while there has been a rise
inrelatedcriminalcharges, theprosecu-
tions have largely fallen on the shoul-
ders of women while male patrons have
escaped largely unscathed.

That discrepancy is at the heart of a
legal challenge in a pending Outagamie
County case in which a woman is
chargedwith a felonycount of keepinga
placeofprostitutionandamisdemeanor
count of prostitution.

Theattorney in thatcase,EdgarLin,a
formerassistant public defender inOut-
agamie County who now works in Mil-
waukee, argues that since a john and a
prostitutemust agree to exchangemon-
ey for sexual contact, both are equally
responsible for breaking the law.

Prostitutes
get worst
from arrests
It takes two to tango,
but women charged
more often than men
By Ariel Cheung
Post-Crescent Media

COMINGMONDAY
A look at law enforcement efforts over
the past year to deter prostitution in
the Fox Valley by offering education
and therapy for prostitutes and johns,
and cracking down on pimps and
sex-traffickers.

O
ctober was a month of
monumental achieve-
ments for Charlie Knuth.

Fresh off trick-or-
treating for the first time

inmore thanfiveyears, the7-year-old
Darboyyouth,whose immunesystem
is almost fully recovered, returned to
school a few days ago.

“The last timehewas inschool reg-

‘We want him
to have hope’

Medically
improved
and back in
school, Charlie
Knuth, 7,
is living it up

Charlie Knuth plays a video game with his mom Trisha Knuth while waiting to see an occupational therapist
Wednesday at the Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in Appleton. Charlie has the life-threatening disease
epidermolysis bullosa, better known as EB, and has undergone two stem cell transplants.
WM. GLASHEEN/POST-CRESCENT MEDIA

ON THE
WEB

Follow Charlie and
his family on Facebook
at Prayers for Charlie.

VIDEO
See Charlie
Knuth work on
occupational
therapy at post
crescent.com.

See CHARLIE, Page A6

By Cheryl Anderson | Post-Crescent Media

See CHARGES, Page A12

Campaign aiding food pantries hits one-third
of $270,000 goal with four weeks left / A4

FORUM
Thursday’s public forum
at UWFV aims to focus
on realities of Obamacare,
without political spin / A4
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RECEIVE UP TO $240
IN A MONTH!
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“Patrons and prosti-
tutes are in the same
class, because they’revio-
lating the samemorality,”
Lin said. “They’re treat-
ing the genders different-
ly, and it’s not fair.”

From 2010 to 2012,
prostitution-related ar-
rests increased tenfold,
from12 to at least 124, ac-
cording to the Office of
Justice Assistance. All
but a dozen of the 2012 ar-
rests were in Grand
Chute, where the major-
ity of Outagamie County
hotels are located.

Typically, after a per-
son is arrested, the case is
referred to the Outaga-
mieCountyDistrictAttor-
ney’s office, where prose-
cutors decide whether
criminal charges are ap-
propriate. If charges are
not filed, the only conse-
quence of the arrest is —
at most — a citation and a
fine.

Prosecutors justify the
discrepancy between
menandwomenbysaying
patronizing a prostitute
and providing the service
are on different levels of
criminality. But in recent
months, the district attor-
ney’s office has taken a
more balanced approach
in prosecuting prostitutes
and johns, as part of a
joint effortwith police de-
partments to deter sex-
for-pay and human traf-
ficking in the Fox Valley.

Overall, 48 of the 129
women arrested in Grand
Chute for prostitution-re-
lated offenses since 2011
faced criminal charges,
according to an analysis
ofGrandChutePoliceDe-
partment records.

In contrast, criminal
charges were filed
against 7 percent of men
whowere arrested. Of the
158 men arrested in
Grand Chute for such of-
fenses,11have been crim-
inally charged. However,
all but one of them were
charged as pimps, solici-
tors ormale prostitutes—
rather than customers.

Taking action
In June, Lin filed amo-

tion to dismiss a 2012 case
against Alexis Smith, 20,
who is charged with a fel-
ony count of keeping a
place of prostitution and a
misdemeanor count of
prostitution.

Lin argued that Smith
has been denied equal
protection of the law due
to the discrepancy in
prosecuting both genders
in prostitution-related
cases. The attorney said
thegender-baseddiscrim-
ination violates the U.S.
Constitution’s 14th
Amendment, which guar-
antees equal protection of
the law for citizens.

To prove his client’s
right to equal protection
was violated, Lin must
show the lack of prosecut-
ing male patrons had a
discriminatory effect and
was motivated by a dis-
criminatory purpose. If
that is accomplished,
prosecutors must prove
therewasareasonableba-
sis for the discretion.

In 1976, the Wisconsin
Supreme Court heard a
case involving two wom-
en charged with prostitu-
tion after aman paid each
of them $100 for perform-
ing sexual acts and then
filed a complaint against
them. The man was not
charged.

While the court noted
there can be valid reasons
to not prosecute patrons,
the justices ruled the
female prostitutes were
denied equal protection if
they are consistently
prosecuted and the male
patrons are not. But it
must be established that
the failure to prosecute
patrons was “selective,
persistent, discriminato-
ry and without justifiable
prosecutorial discretion,”
according to the 1976 rul-
ing.

In a Sept. 9 response to
Lin’s motion, Outagamie
County Assistant District
Attorney Andrew Maier
opposed theclaim that the
office was discriminating
against female prosti-
tutes. He said prostitutes
and patrons are not simi-
larly situated.

Many of the women

who are criminally
charged can face felony
counts of keeping a place
of prostitution, while pa-
trons can only be charged
with misdemeanors such
as patronizing a prosti-
tute, Maier said.

Maier likened the situ-
ation toadrugdeal,where
prosecutors typically go
after the dealer or suppli-
er of a product as opposed
to a consumer.

“I don’t really look at it
through the lens of male
versus female,” Maier
told Post-CrescentMedia.
“The way I look at it is if
we prosecute a prostitute
or a pimp, that’s cutting
the supply off for the cus-
tomer.”

In Smith’s case, the de-
fendant told police she
rented a hotel room for
three days and had seen
two clients previously.
She did not have a pimp,
Maier said.

“Really what that
amounts to, it’s sort of like
if she’dbroughtaquantity
of drugs and advertised
that shehaddrugs for sale
andarranged to sell drugs
from that hotel room,” he
said. “Wewouldn’t see her
as being the same as peo-
ple who buy drugs from
her. She’s not the middle
person; she came up here
independently in order to
make money.”

While the contrasting
numbers between female
and male prosecutions
seem “problematic,” it
isn’t difficult for prosecu-
tors to legally justify the
discrepancy, said Donald
Downs, a University of
Wisconsin-Madison pro-
fessor of political science
and law.

“If there’s a rational
explanation, the state can
show there’s no intent to
discriminate,” he said.
“What crimes are the
women being arrested
for?Is theevidencebetter
in those cases? You can’t
necessarily infer there’s
discriminatory intent
simply because there’s
unequal outcomes. You
have to compare apples
with apples.”

When considering
which cases to prosecute,
Maier said the district at-
torney’s office considers
awiderangeoffactorsfor
each case, such as the se-
verity of the crime and
what action is needed to
deter the individual from
re-offending.

“In this office, we un-
derstand people make
mistakes, but that doesn’t
make them bad people

whoarecriminallyorient-
ed,” he said. “I thinkwedo
a pretty good job separat-
ing out those who don’t
need criminal justice in-
volvement to ensure they
don’t commit new
crimes.”

A strategic shift
After local law en-

forcement agencies be-
ganpursuingmoreprosti-
tution-related offenses in
late 2010, Maier said he
was surprised to see how
many men were seeking
prostitutes in the area.

“I thought 21⁄2years ago
we had maybe 36 to 50
men in the Valley who
would be customers of
this sort,” he said. “But
they come from all over
the place, and now we
know we need to devote
moreattention to that cus-
tomer.”

As a result, the district
attorney’s office has
worked with local police
agencies over the past
year to shift the focus to-
ward helping prostitutes
getoutof thebusinessand
start a new life, while si-
multaneously cracking
down on pimps and johns.

Through the first sev-
en months of 2013, men
were charged more often
than in the past —with 20
percent of the 25 who
were arrested facing
criminal charges.Howev-
er, of those five cases,
four were charged with
pimpingor trafficking-re-
lated felony charges, as
opposed tomerelypatron-
izing prostitutes.

Maier said as local
agencies continue to ad-
just strategies for deter-
ring prostitution, he ex-
pects criminal charges to

be filed against a higher
percentage of male pa-
trons.

The Appleton Police
Department, forexample,
now refers every prosti-
tution and patron case to
the district attorney’s of-
fice — with the hope that
they will accept therapy
or attend a john school in
exchange for deferred
prosecution.

“I think you’ll see if
we’re still having this con-
versation in twoyears, the
(numbers) will have al-
mostequaledout, asmany
men arrested as women,”
Maier said. “Because
we’ve learned that the
population of the demand
is bigger than we
thought.”

With limited resources
available, it’s often more
feasible to charge the
womenwith possible felo-
ny offenses rather than
the men who only face
misdemeanors, he said.

In an ideal world, po-
lice would arrest a prosti-
tute and use her phone
contacts to find multiple
johns and prosecute them
— a tactic police consid-
ered during a 2009 inves-
tigation into local Asian
massage parlors, Maier
said.

“That is extremely
draining on resources,”
he added. “It would prob-
ably takeseveralweeksof
work to track down all
those people and examine
the cellphone, but I think
it illustrates what I would
like to be able to do.”

— Ariel Cheung: 920-993-1000,
ext. 430, or acheung
@postcrescent.com;
on Twitter @arielfab

Charges
Continued from Page A1

PROSTITUTION BY THE NUMBERS
» 129: Women arrested in Grand Chute for prostitution-related offenses.
» 158: Men arrested in Grand Chute for prostitution-related offenses.
» 37: Percent of women criminally charged following their arrest (48).
» 24: Women arrested for felony offenses, usually keeping a place of prostitution.
» 87: Percent of women arrested for felony offenses who were criminally charged (21).
» 105: Women arrested solely for misdemeanor offenses, usually an escort license
violation or prostitution.
» 25: Percent of women arrested for misdemeanor offenses who were criminally charged (27).
» 11: Men criminally charged following their arrest, or 7 percent.
» 9: Men charged with soliciting, or causing someone else to practice
prostitution, or pimping-related charges.
» 1: Man charged with prostitution.
» 141: Men arrested for patronizing a prostitute.
» 1: Man charged with patronizing a prostitute.
» 99: Percent of johns who were not criminally charged (140).
» 81: Percent of prostitution-related court cases against women.
» 54: Percent of women arrested in 2013 who were criminally charged (20 of 37).
» 39: Percent of women arrested in 2012 who were criminally charged (26 of 66).
» 8: Percent of women arrested in 2011who were criminally charged (2 of 26).

Source: Grand Chute Police Department and Outagamie
County Circuit Court January 2011 to July 2013 data

Dr. McGillicuddy’s
Apple Pie, Rootbeer, Cherry, Vanilla, Regular

$499$1199
1.75
LTR

1.75 LTR

CANNOT MIX AND MATCH SIZES

750ml

750ml

$999

- $500 MIR* on
4 Bottles

$1799

- $600 MIR* on
4 Bottles

Reg.
Price
$23.99

Reg.
Price
$14.99

before specials run out
Stock-up EarlyStock-up Early

522 W. College Ave.522 W. College Ave.
AppletonAppleton,, 733-6689733-6689

*No additional discounts apply

All specials whileAll specials while
supplies last.supplies last.
MIR=MIR=
Mail in Rebate*Mail in Rebate*

SALE RUNSSALE RUNS
THROUGHTHROUGH
11/10/1311/10/13

Mon.-Fri. 10-9:30PM
Sat. 9-9:30pm
Sun. 11-5pm

SHOP LOCAL

99¢

Blue UVVodka

LOWEST
PRICE IN
THE STATE

$8800
Mix and match
a case of 12

THAT’S ONLY $7.33
PER BOTTLE!

Ménage àTrois
Red,White, Rosé, Moscato, Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay

$759
750ml

Cabernet,
Malbec,

Pinot Noir $899
750mlCannot Mix

in the Case

Flanagan’s Stop & Shop Brandy

$1299
1.75 LTR

PLUS

FREE!
Tastes just
like Korbel

LTR Finest Call Old Fashioned Mix with each bottle
A $4.39 Value!

Mix-N-Match

$999

FREE!
BUY ONE GET ONE

Stone Cellars Moscato, Concannon
Moscato 1.5 LTR

Releaf Pinotage, Mori Strawberry
Moscato, De Bortoli Pink Moscato,

Fairhills Bus Stop White

Southern Comfort
$1099

- $500MIR*$599
750ml

After 2 bottle MIR
Really Cool

Camouflage Bottles

750ml

MIR*

$1299

- $1000MIR*

$299

Ricacha Cream Liqueur
Hurry!
While

Supplies
Last

Epic Vodka
Imported From

France
$1299 1.75 LTR

- $1000 MIR

$299
1.75 LTR

Tastes
just like

Grey Goose

Lady Bligh
Spiced Rum

$1299

- $800 MIR*

$499
1.75 LTR
after MIR*

Bonus
3 per

househo
ld

Also Cherry,
Coconut, Pineapple

Fleischmanns
Rum $11.99
Spiced
Rum $11.99
Vodka $10.29
Gin $11.99
Preferred
Whiskey$11.49

$1800
Mix & Match
6 bottles

get

$7188

- $2400MIR*
$4788 ÷ 12

$399

Smoking Loon
MIXAND MATCHA CASE OF 12

Reg.
$9.99
Each

750ML

Merlot, Cabernet, Pinot Noir, Red Blend, Sauv. Blanc,
Pinot Grigio, Moscato, Chardonnay, Zinfandel,

Viognier,White Blend, Syrah

750ml
after 3 bottle

MIR*

$799 750ml

x 3
$2397

- $2100MIR*
$297 ÷ 3

Also Regular,
Cherry, Pink

Lemonade, Cake,
Chocolate Cake,
Whipped, Salty
Watermelon &

Peach

750ML
After MIR*

Tastes just likeRum Chata FREE!
The Club

Margaritas
Regular, Regular Lite, Strawberry,

Strawberry Lite

Reg. Price
$17.99
Each

ALCOHOL
IS ALREADY

IN IT

BUY ONE GET ONE

$699
1.75 LTR1.75 LTR

Crazy BEER Closeout BLOW OUT!
Specials

REG. PRICE
$32.00-

$48.00 CASE

Rascal’s Wild Red
Shock Top Seasonal Variety
Bridgeport Witch Hunt
Atwater Blöcktoberfest
Shiner Ruby Red Bird
Abita Strawberry Ale

(While Supplies Last!)

$1199
24 12 oz
Bottles

Bell’s
OberonAmber Ale

$999
5 Liter

Mini Keg

Regular
Price
24.99

$1999

- $250
Instant Rebate

$1749

- $750
MIR on 4 bottles

$999
1.75 LTR

after 4 bottle
MIR*

$3799

FREE!
1.75 LTR

Coke or Diet Coke 2 Liter Bottles with
Each 1.75 LTR Purchased

Miller High Life
High Life Light

$1599
30 pack

FREE!
Klements Sausage with each 30
pk Purchased. (A $5.99 Value)

Riunite
Lambrusco

$499
1.5 LTR

Regular Price

$899
1.5 LTR

Plus

2-

Jack Daniels

Bacardi Rum
Regular, Limon, Gold, Select

As Good
as

Captain
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